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• Once all the learners have completed writing
a set of rhyming words, the teacher
encourages them to make small sentences
using the words at the end of the sentences.
The sentences are then clubbed together
cohesively to make a small poem. The
teacher uses the words in the ‘night’
example and makes up a poem to help the
learners understand the idea better.

Example:

The sun was shining bright

In came the light
I woke up, brushed my teeth white

Then, went on the roof to fly a kite
My kite reached great height

Happily, I went to bed at night.

5. Each group writes a poem/poems using
similar sounding words (to the word in their slip)
in a cohesive manner to make a poem. The
teacher asks the groups to share their poems
with the rest of the class either by reading them
aloud, or by writing them on a paper for the
display board.

USP: In the above mentioned task, learners
write poems in a progressive manner in a group.
Encouraging writing in a ‘step-by-step’ manner
removes the fear of creative writing from the
minds of the learners. Tasks performed in groups
enable and motivate even the shy or weaker
learners to listen and learn from the quick
learners.
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Activity 6:  Playing with meaning
Introduction
Reading is the ability to decode and make
meaning. There is a difference between making
meaning from a word, a sentence, or a group of
sentences, popularly called, ‘textual meaning’.
A text can be oral or written. Irrespective of its
form, a text consists of sentences with a thread
running through them that binds them. The thread
is called cohesion and it refers to the relation of
meaning that exists within the text. In fact, the
technical meaning of the term cohesion is the
relation of meanings that exist within the text. It
occurs when interpretation of some elements
of the text depends on another element.  In a
classroom, generally, the word meaning as well
as the sentence meaning is taught. It is often
assumed that textual meaning is a combination
of meanings of sentences put together, and so it
need not be taught explicitly. An explicit teaching
of textual meaning is however necessary for
more effective literacy and for enhancing the
level of awareness of the language itself (called
metalinguistic awareness). The following activity
represents a basic level of cohesion.
Objective
The objective of the activity is to explicitly teach
textual meaning.
Scope: This game can be used with any class
from 5 to 7. The complexity of the passage
needs to be increased for higher classes.
Procedure
• A text is given which has several blanks.

Students have to fill in the blanks from the
list of options given.

• Give the following instructions to students:
• This is a small story with several blanks

numbered 1, 2, 3, etc.
• A set of options numbered 1, 2, 3, etc., is

also given.
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• Fill in each blank selecting from the
corresponding set of options. To illustrate,
blank number 1 has to be filled in by
selecting the answers from option number
1, blank number 2 with options from 2 etc.

• Caution: Ensure that you do not mix up the
numbers in the blanks and the numbers in
the options.

• You are free to select any word/phrase from
the list of options as long as you do not mix
up the blank numbers and the option
numbers.

• No answer is right or wrong; they are either
appropriate or inappropriate.

• After filling in the options, read through the
story to make sure that it makes sense.

Extension activities

• Encourage the students to play with
different options and then read through the
passage to see if it makes sense, identify
spaces where it does not make sense, and
discuss the reasons.

• Encourage the students to play with the
sentences in the text by substituting the
words and phrases.

Outcomes

• Students will be able to define the meaning
of textual meaning;

• Students will be able to identify places where
textual meaning is violated, and understand
reason for it.

Tips for teachers for  creating the stories

• Create five to six identical texts using
different options. Ensure that the texts are
the same.

• Remove all the options and place them
together in accordance with their blanks

For example, text with blanks:

,d ekg igys Option I  tc eSa Option 2   vkSj
Option 3   eq>s yxk fd Option 4  ’kk;n rqeus
igys dHkh vuqHko fd;k gks eq>s  Option 5 vkSj
,glkl gqvk fd eq>s Option 6   Option 7  tks esjk
fe= gS] mlus eq>s ,d fnu iwoZ  Option 8   ls
tqM+h Option9   fd leL;k ds ckjs esa crk;k Fkk
eSa  Option10   FkksM+k ijs’kku Fkk vpkud ls
Option 11 ns[kk  Option 12  vkSj eSaus rqEgsa blds
ckjs esa crkus dk fu.kZ; fy;kA

Option I 
 

Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 

• ,d v¡/ksjh rwQkuh 
jkr esa 

• ,d vthc ?kVuk esjs 
lkFk gqbZ 

• D;k gqvk 
• rqe ;dhu ugha 

djksxs 
• D;k gqvk lquks 

• 'kgj esa Fkk 
• ?kj ij Fkk 
• xf.kr fd d{kk 

esa Fkk 
• ?kj ds ihNokM+s 

esa Fkk 
• jlksbZ esa Fkk 
• gksVy esa Fkk 

• Q+ksu ij ckr dj 
jgk@jgh Fkh 

• iwjh [kk jgk@jgh 
Fkk@Fkh 

• vius cky lq[kk 
jgk@jgh Fkk@Fkh 

• iSny py jgk@jgh 
Fkk@Fkh 

• vk/kh uhan esa Fkk@Fkh 
• vkbuk ns[k jgk@jgh 

Fkk@Fkh 
• cSBk gqvk Fkk@Fkh 

• eSa eqlhcr gw¡ 
• dksbZ eq>s ns[k 

jgk gS 
• dqN Bhd ugha 

gS 
• dksbZ cncw vk 

jgh gS 
• eSaus ?kM+h ugha 

iguh gS 
• eSa ,d NksVk 

cPpk gw¡A 
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Option 9 Option 10 Option 11 Option 12 
Write another 
friend’s name 

• mUgsa ysdj 
• mls ysdj 
• ;g lksp dj 

 
 

• esjh vk¡[kksa us 
• eSaus vkbZus esa 
• eSaus nhokj ij 

fy[kk ns[kkA 
• eSaus isM+ ds ihNs 
• njokt+s ls fdlh 

dks vkrs ns[kk 
 

• ,d Hk;kud lp 
• ,d dqÙks dks HkkSadrs ns[kk 
• ml lp dks ftls eSa 

ut+jvankt dj jgk Fkk 
• ml O;fDr dks ns[kk ftls 

eSa ns[kuk pkgrk Fkk 
• viuh ek¡ dks 
• ,d cqjs LoIu dks 
 

 

Option 5 
 

Option 6 Option 7 Option 8 

• vpkud Mj 
yxk 

• [kq'kh gqbZ 
• Hk; yxk 
• cgqr vPNk 

yxk 

• dksbZ fu.kZ; ysuk gksxk 
• dqN djuk gksxk 
• Luku?kj tkuk gksxk 
• lkus tkuk gksxk 
• vius ckyksa dks tYn 

lq[kkuk gksxk 
• fdlh dks cqykuk gksxk 
• lp dk irk yxkuk 

gksxkA 

Write your friend’s 
name 

• iqfyl 
• lM+d ds 

dqÙks 
• iz/kkukpk;Z 
• ek¡ 
• firk 
• fdlh 
      vifjfpr 

 


