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Practicein a Second Language addressesthe
concept of practiceinlanguageteaching from
atheoretical perspective. Inall thearticlesin
thevolume, anumber of questionsareexplored,
ranging from what kind of practice is most
effectivefor different kindsof languagelearners
andinwhat contexts. The* Introduction’ aswell
as the ‘Conclusion’ chapters by DeKeyser
provide multiple dimensions, and lay out the
‘praxis of practice’ for the readers. In the
Introduction, DeK eyser notes practice to be
“gpecific activities in the second language,
engaged insystematically, deliberately, withthe
goal of developing knowledge of and skillsin
the second language” (p. 1). Heaso explains
the concept from the perspective of cognitive
psychology, educationd psychology and applied
linguistics. Intheconcluding chapter, DeK eyser
situates the notion of practice within
contemporary discourse, and how it is
understood in atriple sense: The narrow sense
of repeated focused exercisesaimed to optimize
theretrieval of what one haslearned, thedightly
wider sense of any kind of L2 use that
encouragesexpangon and fine-tuning of existing
knowledge, and thewidest sense of any kind of
contact with the L2 that may improve its

knowledge at somelevel. Inthe same chapter,
DeKeyser notes that procedural and not
declarative knowledgeisthe ultimate goa for
L2 practiceactivities. Thedistinction between
declarative and procedural knowledgeiswell
known: inmost formsof skill acquisition, people
are first presented with information such as
how to put asentenceinanexplicit form; thisis
called practice in ‘declarative knowledge'.
Procedural knowledge means the practice
through which learners incorporate this
information into behavioural routines.

Theten articlesin the book are spread across
threemain sections: *foundations', ‘ ingtitutional
contexts and ‘individud differences . Of these,
language teachers and teacher trainerswill find
thefirstfour articlesoninput in L2 classroom,
output practicein L2 classroom, andinteraction
as practice and feedback in L2 learning,
particularly useful. The other papersinthisbook
will aso beuseful giventhevarious cognitive,
educational psychology and applied linguistics
perspectivesthat inform them. Theimportance
of individual differences because of age,
aptitude, abilities and contexts in second
language learning practiceisaddressed in the
papersinthelast section of the book.
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